
Issue 71: May/June

Dear Member, 
 
Welcome to the NFWI Public Affairs Digest, an e-update on all the latest WI
campaigning news, delivered directly to your inbox. 
 
If you know anyone in your WI who is interested in our campaigns, please direct
them to the campaigns area of MyWI to sign up to receive this Public Affairs Digest. 
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The main priority for the NFWI is the safety and wellbeing of our members. If you
haven't already, please visit this link for the latest, up to date government guidelines.

 
See more information about support at the end of this Digest.
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Violence against Women: The Istanbul Convention Update 

On the 19th May 2022 the Government announced that after almost a decade
they will be ratifying the Istanbul Convention to tackle violence against women
and girls. However, we’re deeply disappointed to see that the Government has
decided to opt out of a key part of the #IstanbulConvention that provides
support and protections for migrant women.  
  
We’re supporting the @ICChangeUK Parliamentary Photocall to call for
ratification of the #IstanbulConvention without reservations to protect ALL
women from violence.  
We need your help to ensure as many MPs as possible attend the event on 8
June. The more MPs that attend, the more chance there is of the Government
taking action. 
 
Please write to your MP now to ask them to support. 
Click here for more details. 
 
#AllWomenMeansAllWomen

 
Join the Great Get Together 2022  
  
Since the launched of our Link Together to alleviate loneliness campaign in
2017, the WI has been supporting the Great Get Together, an initiative inspired
by the late Jo Cox that aims to bring people together. 
  
This year, it will take place between 24 and 26 June and is themed around the
idea of ‘welcome’, encouraging people to extend a hand of friendship driven by
Jo Cox's belief that 'we have more in common than that which divides us'. 
  

http://icchange.co.uk/allwomen
https://www.greatgettogether.org/2022


To find out more and how you can get involved, visit the Great Get Together
website.

Cervical Screening Awareness Week (20-26 June 2022)  
  
Help us raise awareness of the importance of cervical screening. 
  
Cervical screening is one of the best ways to protect yourself from cervical
cancer, but it isn’t always easy. Data shows that one in three people don’t take
up the offer of cervical screening for a range of reasons, such as
embarrassment and worry that it will be painful. 
  
It’s a personal choice to go for cervical screening, but we think it’s important
that people have the information they need to make the best decision for them.
  
  
As part of our 5 Minutes that Matter campaign, this cervical screening
awareness week we’ll be focussing on how to access support and tips to make
screening easier if you’re overdue screening or are worried about going. 
 
Look out for social media graphics on My WI that you can share to raise
awareness.

https://www.greatgettogether.org/2022
https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/resolutions/resolution-selection-results-2022


Watch the Resolution Webinar recording 
 
On Monday 25 April, the NFWI hosted a webinar for members to come together
and learn more about this year's proposed resolution on women and girls with
autism and ADHD, before deciding how to vote at the Annual Meeting.

Members heard from Dr Hannah Belcher, a researcher at King’s College
London. Hannah has lectured in psychology and mental health since 2016, for
both the Open University and Anglia Ruskin University. Her focus includes the
often late and missed diagnosis of autistic women.

If you were unable to attend the webinar, it is available to watch on our
YouTube channel.

You can view the recording here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcnKyxRGBes&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcnKyxRGBes&t=1s


NFWI co-hosts APPG parliamentary event on microfibres 
  

On the 24th May, members of the NFWI Public Affairs team co-hosted a drop-in
event in Parliament to draw attention to the problems of microplastic fibre
pollution from clothing, and potential solutions to the problem. 
  
Every time we wash our clothes, up to 700,000 microfibres can be shed into our
environment. This pollutes aquatic environments all over the world, but is an
entirely preventable form of pollution.   
 
A range of cross-party MPs, including Chair of the influential Environmental
Audit Committee, Phillip Dunne, and Parliamentary Private Secretary to the
Secretary of State for the Environment, Selanie Saxby attended the drop-in. 
At the drop-in, MPs heard the reasons why we need to act immediately on
microplastic fibre pollution, with academics at the University of Plymouth
discussing their research findings and the wider long-term solutions to
microplastic fibre pollution. MPs also heard about a short-term solution to this
problem from Xeros Technology Group, a manufacturer of microplastic fibre
capture filters for washing machines, and heard from the APPG on
Microplastics on some of the ways they can push forward the microplastic fibre
agenda in Parliament. 
  
They also took photographs with the WI’s microfibre washing line, which
highlights the microfiber shedding associated with different fibres. Members will
have the chance to check out the washing line at the NFWI Annual Meeting
next week. 
  
You can find out more about the WI’s End Plastic Soup campaign, and



download our updated Wash and Wear Well checklist, on MyWI. 
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Photo 1: L-R- Professor Richard Thompson, University of Plymouth; Selanie
Saxby MP; Dr Francesca De Falco, University of Plymouth 
Photo 2: Phillip Dunne MP 
Photo 3: L-R- Emma Holland-Lindsay, Head of Public Affairs, NFWI; Alberto
Costa MP, Chair of the APPG on Microplastics; Professor Richard Thompson,
University of Plymouth; Dr Francesca De Falco, University of Plymouth;
Christian Cullinane, Xeros Technology Group. 
 

PA Digest on My WI 
 
Missed an issue of the Digest? You can now
access previous issues on My WI.
 
You can find them here.

Support and help during pandemic 
 

This can be a particularly difficult and worrying time for adults and
children living with domestic abuse. This link will take you take a page of

support sources, please share as widely as possible. It is important that
survivors know that they are not alone. 

 
This can also be a difficult and worrying time if you require additional

assistance. If you need emergency food or support you can find the contact

https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/current-campaigns/end-plastic-soup
https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/public-affairs-digest
mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk
http://www.thewi.org.uk/home/coronavirus/support-for-victims-of-domestic-violence


details of your local food bank using your postcode here. 
 

If you are able to support your local food bank with donations or by
volunteering, click here to visit the FareShare website. 

 
You can also visit this section of our website for information from the

NFWI on ways you can help your community, sources of support and other
helpful information such as setting up a virtual meeting.

We have a PDF versions of the digest available, that you can share with the
people around you. Please get in touch with the Public Affairs department if
you would like a copy.  
 
Please also encourage other members of your WI to sign up to receive this
monthly digest.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
The NFWI Public Affairs team. 
pa@nfwi.org.uk 020 7371 9300 ext. 2002

The NFWI use a third party provider, MailChimp, to send out the Public Affairs Digest. When you
provide your email address, it is sent directly to MailChimp for safe storage and processing in the United

States. For more information on how your email address is used please read MailChimp’s privacy
policy. 
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